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YOUTH
HOME

INAUGURATION of

Brgy Oson, Tabaco City

By : Kgd Raul “RB” Borejon

Tabaco City – Attended 
by no less than the Hon. 
City Mayor Cielo Krisel 
Lagman-Luistro, the Youth 
Home had its inauguration 
and blessing ceremonies 
last October 2, 2019. It is 
built on a 3-hectare land 
located in Barangay Oson 
owned by the City Gov-
ernment of Tabaco. In at-
tendance were Hon. Vice 
Governor Edcel “Grex” 
Lagman, DSWD Regional 
Director Arnel Garcia,  Vice 
Mayor Nestor San Pablo, 
City Councilors, Depart-
ment Heads and Punong 
Barangays of Tabaco City.

The Youth Home will 
be headed by Ms. Cristi-
na Bonagua, RSW, under 
the new CSWD Head Ms. 
Mariz Socorro Villanueva. 

Also referred to as Bahay 
Pag-Asa, it will serve as a 
temporary shelter for Chil-
dren in Conflict with the 
Law (CICL). It is estimated 
to house at least 20 CICL’s.  

The Youth Home was fund-
ed through the Bottom Up 
Budgeting (BUB) project of 
the national government. 
Primarily this will serve as 
a separate corrective and 
transformational facility, 
a home-like environment, 
center-based programs, 
committed to address the 

growing needs for the reha-
bilitation of childrens in con-
flict with the law. It aims to 
nurture these young people 
to become well-adjusted, 
responsible, well-educated 
and confident individuals 
with the hope that they 
will become productive citi-
zens and able leaders of our 

country in the future. Aside 
from CICL’s, it is also expect-
ed to be a temporary shel-
ter for youth in crisis situa-
tions, abandoned, abused, 
neglected and exploited 
children, as well as traf-
ficked children and youth.
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BJMP TABACO
receives 1m
grant from DOLE
By : Gel M. Molato

The Bureau of Jail 
Management and 
Penology-Tabaco City 

District Jail was granted the 
amount of 1 Million Pesos 
by the Department of Labor 
and Employment (DOLE) Bi-
col Region to augment the 
enhancement of the pro-
grams intended to Persons 
Deprived of Liberty (PDLs).

The grant of the said 
amount was personally 
handed to J/SINSP FRED-
DIE T CABALLERO II, Jail 
Warden of Tabaco City 
District Jail (TCDJ) by Atty. 
Alvin M. Villamor, Region-
al Director, DOLE-Region 
V in the presence of J/
SSUPT CESAR M LANGAW-
IN, BJMP Regional Director 
Region 5 on July 30, 2019 
at DOLE Regional Office 5.

JO1 Rebbyn G Quililan, 
CRS of Tabaco City District 
Jail said that their efforts 
paid off after receiving the 
amount. Quililan added 
that the grant was a result 
of concerted efforts made 
by their office through the 
leadership of JSINSP CA-
BALLERO and the assistance 
extended by Bicol Univer-
sity College of Industrial 
Technology (BUCIT) partic-
ularly to Mr. Alfonso Penol 
who helped them come up 

with a Project Proposal to 
avail the Pangkabuhayan 
Program of the DOLE. JO1 

cont. p9
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TABAK (Tabaqueñong Bareta Asin Kaara-
man) is a quarterly publication by the Local 
Government Unit of Tabaco with Editori-
al Office at 2nd flr. Old Bldg. Tabaco City 
Hall, Llorente St. Quinale, Tabaco City. 
This contains recent information, develop-
ments, awards, business opportunities and 
important updates on the City of Tabaco.

This publication is open to volunteer con-
tributors who want to have their literary 
talents published. The Editorial Board will 
not be responsible for the loss of unsolicit-
ed materials or be held liable for the inad-
vertent errors or omissions in the published 
materials. The articles contained herein does 
not necessarily reflect the idea of the elect-
ed local officials. As such, responsibility 
for copied materials, if any, will be the sole 
responsibility of the contributing writer.

TABAK Disclaimer

NEWS SECTION

The Traditional Newsletter as a Means to Participative Governance and Shared 
Responsibility

Filipinos are a participative people. From game shows and karasalan where participants interact 
with the hosts to even the simple act of chefs encouraging guests to adjust the taste of their dishes by 
dipping these in patis, toyo, and suka, Filipinos are enjoined to participate in nearly all aspects of social 
life. However, one feature of our lives where participation is still lacking is in the area of governance.

There is no disputing that Filipinos have embraced social media and its ability to vent frustrations, sound out opinions, dissemi-
nate and obtain information, as well as acquire feedback. Such opinions and observations oftentimes deal with the way people 
are and how they want to be governed. There is no arguing the fact that news and information in platforms such as Instagram, 
FB, and Twitter indeed serve as a convenient means for the government to inform its constituents and for the general public to 
have a say in matters of governance. 

However, such forms of media have its limits. Many details and facts get lost in translation, and what could have been objective 
and helpful suggestions are lost in threads filled with aggressive and vile language. The government can clearly govern better if 
members of civil society, business, and people from different backgrounds share in the act of managing their communities. Yet 
perhaps, aside from the convenience and accessibility of the internet, Tabaco could greatly benefit from a safer and a more stable 
democratic space where government and its citizens could participate and share in the task of governance. Maybe, instead of 
knee-jerk reactions, what we need is a medium that facilitates the steady absorption of information and the expression of views 
through thoughtful reflection. 

This is what the newsletter, AngTabak, is all about. Social media serves as a space for all sectors of society to interact and com-
municate with other stakeholders. Similarly, Ang Tabak could serve as a common ground where thoughts, ideas, opinions, and 
suggestions on matters that affect the daily lives of Tabaqueños are shared and expressed in written form, but only after much 
thought and reflection. This newsletter also brings us back to the reality that people appreciate information better if more senses 
– sight and touch, in particular – are employed in its absorption. While AngTabak may be an LGU-initiated project, I sincerely hope 
that this would evolve into a community-led newsletter for all Tabaqueños.  

The best results in any endeavor are predicated not in speed and emotion, but in steady and deliberate intellectual effort.  I hope 
that the Tabak can serve as a meeting place where the people of Tabaco can feel free and safe to express themselves and con-
tribute to the governance of our beloved City and to know more about what the local government is doing for our communities 
in the uplands, isla, and centro.

Hon. Cielo Krisel Lagman-Luistro

EDITORIAL

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE
Congratulations to the local government of Tabaco City for initiating the first-ever LGU-pub-

lished official newsletter appropriately named TABAK (Tabaqueñong Bareta Asin Kaaraman).

As its name suggests, this newsletter will provide news (bareta) and information/knowledge 
(kaaraman). In these times when fake news and deliberately inaccurate information proliferate in 
both traditional and online media, the importance of truthful, correct, and timely information from 
a reliable and trustworthy source cannot be overemphasized.

The adage “knowledge is power” is commonly attributed to the English philosopher and statesman Sir Francis Bacon when he 
underscored it in his book Meditationes Sacrae in 1597. However, this saying can also be traced back all the way to the 10th 
century to Iman Ali Ibn Abi Talib in his book of sermons and letters Nahj Al-Balagha.

But the source of the adage is not as significant as its continuing relevance centuries after it was first recorded. Knowledge or 
information is as crucial today to effective decision-making in all spheres of human endeavor – be it by individuals, businesses, 

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE
My warmest congratulations on the successful launching of TABAK Newsletter! The Office of the Vice Governor and the Sangguniang Panlalawigan of Albay beam 

with pride on the newest Tabaco City’s venture.

Tabaco City is at it again—going above and beyond in the name of excellent public service. In this world of Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram, printed news will never 
run obsolete. The city composed of several island and upland barangays is still beset with communication hurdles. An official news publication will serve as a bridge 
between the local government and the people to improve delivery of services and goods. The people, especially the underprivileged, have the right to know and to 
take part in governance. Through TABAK, the people will not only have the opportunity to be informed, but also to be heard through effective feedback mechanism. 
They will also have the chance to contribute in more ways than one. In essence, TABAK means T-aking A-ction and B-uilding A-wareness as K-ey to growth.

Tabaco City T-akes A-ction. Under the leadership of Mayor Cielo Krisel Lagman-Luistro, Tabaco City is never in the business of lip service. Its words are backed with 
actions—concrete solutions and measures. Since 2007, Tabaco City has been in the forefront of implementing programs and projects towards the attainment of the Millennium Development 
Goals, now the Sustainable Development Goals. Its annual budget has always reflected these priorities, and it never fails to deliver. Towards environmental sustainability, Tabaco City has enlist-
ed in this fiscal year the completion of sanitary landfill and construction of new water systems in needy areas. Towards child development, Tabaco City has recently launched the Youth Home 
to care for the children in conflict with the law and children at risk. I fully support the steps Tabaco City is taking towards culture and heritage preservation by reigniting tabak-making culture 
through conduct of trainings for new makers in San Miguel Island. Tabaqueños are living in the most exciting times.

TABAK B-uilds A-wareness through bringing credible information to the people, especially on the government services they need and are available for them. In this era of fake news, it is high 
time to change the conversation by serving the truth, inspiring faith, hope and love in the entire Tabaco City community. This maiden issue is important in setting the stage and spurring coop-
eration by presenting the key accomplishments of the administration. The feature sections on disaster risk reduction and management tips, health tips and key government services are just 
incredible to spice up the Tabaqueños in enriching their knowledge.

TABAK, as a accountability tool, will render every Tabaqueño an insider look on the vision of the City. As a transparency platform, it promotes a culture of trust and inclusion, bringing everyone 
together in a shared vision for the city. TABAK is also an avenue for constituents to express creativity through writing and photography as it is open to writer-contributors. Information is K-ey 
to growth and establishing opportunities to contribute certainly leads to positive development.

The launching of TABAK is a huge breakthrough not only for the city but for the entire province. This notable project is worthy of emulation. Congratulations, Mayor Krisel, Vice Mayor Nestor, 
Sanggunian Members and the people of Tabaco! I look forward to other LGUs in Albay to follow suit in taking action and building awareness.
The Office of the Vice Governor is one with the City Government of Tabaco in its good governance values and ideals. I am excited for TABAK to also serve as a tool to raise awareness on the 
importance of public policy. I am thankful for the chance to share the legislative work of the Sangguniang Panlalawigan of Albay in the future issues. It is my dream and my enduring commit-
ment to make the Sangguniang Panlalawigan of Albay as the model sanggunian in the whole of Bicolandia. This is a tall order but certainly one that we can accomplish. We are committed to 
our core values of honor, excellence and innovation in legislation to shape the future of the Province of Albay. We commit to deliver L-egislative A-ction for G-overnance M-anagement - A-lbay 
N-umber 1.

Talubo, Tabaco! Albay Mabuhay!            Honorable Edcel “Grex”Lagman

communities or governments – as it was almost a millennium ago. Without accurate, complete, and timely information from reliable sources, people, organizations and governments will 
very likely make wrong decisions. It is everyone’s right be armed with correct, unbiased information to help us improve the decisions we make every day.

This is what the TABAK newsletter hopes to achieve – give Tabaqueños information specifically meant for them. Information about the accomplishments, upcoming activities and programs, 
ordinances, and policy updates of the LGU of Tabaco City. TABAK will not only be a source of correct information about the courses of action taken by the City, it will also update Tabaqueños 
regarding City-sponsored programs and projects for their benefit and where public funds go even as it will make LGU officials and employees accountable to the citizens of Tabaco City. 

Again, my sincerest congratulations to the City of Tabaco under the able stewardship of Mayor Krisel Lagman-Luistro in whose term noteworthy innovations, creative solutions, and substan-
tial improvements were implemented, realized., and steadfastly continuing.

The Miracle of 
the Blessed 
Virgin Mary

September 25, 2019 – At around 
11:30pm, as our family are pre-

paring to call it a day, a continued 
and sustained flow of siren kept 
blazing and we knew it was not far 
away from where we are residing. 
We looked at the back portion from 
our 2nd floor and saw numerous 
firetrucks already positioned beside 
the Catholic Central School, the Alma 
Mater of my wife Len. The 54 year 
old St. Louise de Marillac Hall built 
in 1965 was already engulfed in fire. 

Numerous fire departments re-
sponded and though the Marillac 
Hall was beyond saving, the com-
bined efforts were successful in con-
taining the fire from spreading to 
adjacent buildings, including the cen-
tury old Miraculous Medal Building.

What caught the attention of 
many was the statue of the Bless-
ed Virgin Mary erected just at the 
back of where the fire has started. 

For those who have personally seen 
the extent of the fire (reaching third 
alarm), the blazing heat, reddish 
flame and black smoke practical-
ly engulfed everything. The stat-
ue of the Blessed Virgin Mary was 
untouched! No single evidence of 
fume or damage could be seen and 
even extending to the immediate 
surroundings of where the statue 
was. Even the roof which should 
have been totally burnt did not 
have any marks of being exposed 
to fire unlike the other parts where 
it was a total wreck. As if the Bless-
ed Virgin Mary was protected from 
the blazing fire that took down the 
entirety of the Marillac Hall, no 
one can give any explanation as to 
how it happened. The only obvious 
fact is; miracles do happen as can 
be evidently seen in the pictures.

The Local Government of Ta-
baco City headed by Honorable 
Mayor Cielo Krisel Lagman – Luis-
tro extends a heartfelt thank you 
to the following who respond-
ed and helped contain the fire:

TABACO CITY FIRE STATION
CDRRMO TABACO
LICOMCEN TABACO
LIGAO FIRE STATION
LIGAO FIRE VOLUNTEER
TSINOY FIRE VOLUNTEER
LEGAZPI FIRE VOLUNTEER
LEGAZPI FIRE BUREAU
TIWI FIRE STATION
BACACAY FIRE STATION
DARAGA FIRE STATION
STO. DOMINGO FIRE STATION
POLANGUI FIRE STATION
MALILIPOT FIRE STATION
MALINAO FIRE STATION

*** Credits and with details from Gel Mo-
lato of CDRRMO, Neil Aramburo (CCS Alum-
ni), SF01 Aldwin Brosas, BFP, CINSP Elberto 
C. Marqueses Jr, BFP / City Fire Marshall 

Tabaco City - Standing proud-
ly at the podium while receiving 
the coveted gold medals at the 
finale of the Batang Pinoy Na-
tional Championship brought 
nervous excitement to Zander 
B. Lorenzo, 12 and Ariene Kyron 
Brinas, 11, both Grade 6 pupils.

The competition was held at 
Puerto Princesa City, Palawan 
from August 25 to 31 this year.

Competing in pencak silat, 
an Indonesian sporting event 
which combines sport and 
self-defense moves with ar-
tistic elements, is a relatively 
new sport in the Philippines. 

“They trained only for more 
than a year, but look how they 
took the top medal,” Wilfredo 
Bendian, the trainor said. “Pa-
tience and discipline are im-
portant in this game. With their 

victory, we hope that there 
would be more youth who will 
be encouraged to participate.”

“It was announced by the 
Philippine Sports Commis-
sion that medalists from the 
Batang Pinoy will be sent to 
Russia for an international com-
petition next year, hopefully 
they will be included,” Yvonne 
Ibarra-Chavez of the Achiev-
ers School of Tabaco, Inc., 
said. Both boys are enrolled in 
this privately-owned school. 

The Philippine Sports Com-
mission established the Batang 
Pinoy as a sports develop-
ment program and as a source 
of athletic talents among the 
youths aged 15 and below.

Overall, Tabaco City won 6 
golds, 6 silvers and 11 bronz-
es, for a total of 23 medals 
and ranking the City to 29th 
position nationally and land-

ing number 1 among all the 
Bicol Region delegation. 

The complete list of medal-
lists are as follows: Ariene Ky-
ron Brinas & Zander Lorenzo for 
Pencak Silat – gold; Gabriel de 
Hitta, Aldrin Candelasa & Christ 
Ariel Bolaños for Pencak Silat – 
bronze; Jan Welmar Cleofe for 
Wushu – gold; Mark Lester Bon-
ina for Wushu – silver; Myla Cas 
for Wushu – bronze; Ryan Chris-
tian Taller for Soft Tennis – gold; 
Kim Razel Taller for Soft Tennis 
– silver; Joshua David Cabria 
for Wrestling – gold; Dexter Ca-
neta for wrestling – silver; Car-
los Gym Bordeos for wrestling 
– silver; Mark Christian Bricil-
la for wrestling – bronze; Cyril 
Botalon for wrestling – bronze; 
John Raven Carinan for wres-
tling – bronze; April Joy Bonto 
for wrestling – gold; Kimberly 
Jhoy Bondad for wrestling – 
gold; Nina Mae Benditahan for 
wrestling – silver; Vinice Buban 

for wrestling – silver; Ma. Mae-
gan Lorenzana for wrestling 
– bronze; Jean Boticario for 
wrestling – bronze; Aira Joyce 
Credo for wrestling – bronze; 
Leziel Bonita for wrestling – 
bronze; Angel Miles Bualoy for 
wrestling – bronze and Alaissa 
Bueta for wrestling – bronze.

Other schools who sent stu-
dent-athletes were Tabaco Na-
tional High School, San Anto-
nio National High School, San 
Antonio Elementary School, 
Mariroc High School and Ban-

tayan National High School.

Tabaco City Mayor Cielo Kri-
sel Lagman-Luistro together 
with Councilor Gio Ong Bongao 
congratulated the medalists 
and coaches during the victory 
homecoming. Winners will re-
ceive P10,000 for gold, P7,000 
for silver, and P5,000 for bronze.

The City Government gave its 
full support by providing trans-
portation and incidental allow-
ance to the city’s 70-member del-
egation during the competition.

TABACO CITY RANKS #1 IN BICOL AT BATANG PINOY GAMES
By: JUN M. CARGULLO

By: Jeth M. Molato

July’s Nutrition Month Celebration kicked off with the theme, 
“Kumain Ng Wasto At Maging Aktibo.. Push Natin ‘to!” To ensure 
that Nutrition Month concept is not just observed but sustained as 
well, the Honorable Mayor Cielo Krisel Lagman – Luistro came up 
with the Biggest Loser Competition.

Molato of CDRRMO, among the DILG scholars

Gelacio M. Mo-
lato, Jr. of the City 
Disaster Risk Re-
duction and Man-
agement Office 
(CDRRMO) has 
been granted schol-
arship for Master 
in Crisis and Disas-
ter Risk Manage-
ment (MCDRM) by 
the Department 
of the Interior and 
Local Government 
through the Phil-
ippine Pubic Safe-
ty College (PPSC).

The offering 
of the MCDRM is 
well-timed to sus-
tain the momen-
tum in building 
a critical mass of 
leaders, scholars, 
practitioners, policy 
advisers who will 
head-up the nation 
in time of crises 
and disasters. This 
mandate emanates 

from Republic Act 
No. 10121, other-
wise known as the 
“Philippine Disas-
ter Risk Reduction 
and Management 
Act of 2010” by po-
sitioning the DILG 
at the forefront of 
Disaster Prepared-
ness and Response 
and through its 
Approved Board 
Resolution No. 04, 
Series of 2016 PPSC 
Board of Trustees.

The MCDRM 
aims to address the 
demand for com-
petent, dependable 
and value laden in-
dividuals and found-
ed on a multi-sec-
toral framework 
focused on honing 
21st century skills 
and competencies. 
The MCDRM schol-
ars come from vari-
ous agencies of the 
interior and nation-
al government as 

well as private in-
stitutions who hold 
mid-level to exec-
utive positions in 
the areas of Disas-
ter Risk Reduction 
and Management 
and Climate Change 
Reference in their 
respective posts.

The Master in 
Crisis and Disas-
ter Risk Manage-
ment Program will 
serve as a vehicle 
for mainstreaming 
21st century issues 
and challenges and 
a platform for the 
scholars to be im-
bued with a deep 
understanding of 
DRRM and the ex-
ceptional ability to 
provide solutions.

Molato is the 
only Albayano who 
passed the MCDRM 
admission process-
es and enjoys a 
tuition free schol-
arship program of 

the PPSC through 
blended learning 
modality. The City 
Government of Tab-
aco being the send-
ing agency shoul-
dered the travel and 
accommodation ex-
penses of the schol-
ar. Tabaco LGU rec-
ognizes the talents 
and potentials of its 
employees and fully 
supports any devel-
opmental opportu-
nity for the benefit 
of both the LGU 
and its employees.

Molato is hold-
ing the plantilla 
position of LDRR-
MO III and heads 
the Operations and 
Trainings Section of 
Tabaco CDRRMO.

The MCDRM 
Program started 
last February 2019 
and set to fin-
ish in June 2020.

The absence of a facility that 
can provide temporary shel-
ter to these children is one 
issue that affects many Local 
Social Welfare and Devel-
opment Officers (LSWDOs). 

This gave rise to the estab-
lishment of the Bahay Pag-
Asa, a temporary home and 
rehabilitation center for 
male disadvantaged children.

The Youth Home is one of 
the identified projects by 
the City Poverty Reduc-
tion Action Team (CPRAT) 
which was organized pursu-
ant to the implementation 
of the Bottom-Up-Budget-
ing / Grassroots Participa-
tory Budgeting (BUB-GPB).

The operation of the 
Youth Home will be in full 
swing within this year.

 Inauguration  of Youth 
Home...from p1Hon. Edcel C. Lagman

Jun M. Cargullo
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BFP TABACO; A-Dream-
Come-True

By: Gel M. Molato, Jr.

Tabaco City. The turn-
over of the new building 
of Tabaco City Fire Station 
last August 19, 2019 was a 
Dream-Come-True to the 
men and women of BFP 
Tabaco and a momentous 
event that marks the end 

of their being “squatters” 
for a long period of time.

Hon. Edcel C. Lagman, 1st 
District of Albay Represen-
tative and Hon. Cielo Krisel 
Lagman-Luistro, City Mayor 
of Tabaco led the occasion 
as the Guests of Honor with 
the high ranking officers of 
BFP Regional Headquarters 
5 headed by its Regional 
Director F/SSUPT Manuel 
M Manuel, DSC. FSUPT Ber-
nadette D Madrid, MM, the 
former City Fire Marshal of 
Tabaco and now the Provin-
cial Fire Marshal of BFP Al-
bay. The momentous event 
was also witnessed by the 
esteemed members of the 
Sangguniang Panglungsod 
of Tabaco under the lead-
ership of Hon. Nestor T. 
San Pablo, Brgy. Chairmen, 
and other stakeholders.

It will be recalled that in 
the year 2016, the City Gov-
ernment of Tabaco through 
the leadership of Hon. Cie-
lo Krisel Lagman donated 
a parcel of land in favor 
of BFP Tabaco with a total 
land area of 1,080 square 
meters situated at the back 
of Tabaco City Police Sta-
tion at Tabaco City Central 
Terminal (TCCT) Complex, 
Pawa, Tabaco City. T h e 
donated parcel of l a n d 
was transferred 
to its more stra-
tegic location 
situated just 
in front of the 
TCCT Complex 
by vir-
tue of 
a n -
other 
Deed 
o f 
D o -

nation with a total land 
area of 616 square meters. 
The BFP National Head-
quarters shouldered the 
19M construction cost of 
the modernized building.

According to the City 
Mayor, the City Government 
of Tabaco is always commit-
ted to work hand in hand 

with the national agencies 
and announced that there 
will be more developments 
to happen particularly in 
TCCT Complex for a bet-
ter and sustainable Tabaco 
City. “Congratulations to 
the Bureau of Fire Protec-
tion, you are not squat-
ters anymore but a land-
owner with a permanent 
home”, the City Mayor said. 

 
Meanwhile, F/SSUPT 

Manuel in his message 
applauded the City Gov-
ernment of Tabaco for the 
continuous support to the 
endeavors and modern-
ization of BFP Tabaco City. 
The BFP Regional Director 
proudly announced that 
the new building of BFP Ta-
baco was the first Fire Sta-
tion to be occupied among 
the other fire stations sim-
ilarly constructed in the 
whole Philippines. “Actu-
ally during the meeting of 
all the Regional Directors of 
BFP, they were impressed 
of the structural design and 
location of this newly con-
structed Fire Station of BFP 
Tabaco,” RD Manuel said.

The morale of the men 
and women of BFP Taba-
co City were boosted 
when Albay 

1st District Congressman 
Lagman announced that he 
will provide another brand 
new Fire Truck and ambu-
lance for Tabaco City Fire 
Station including the sup-
port to build Sub Station to 
be situated at the southern 
part of Tabaco City. “Actual-
ly, I am not only a Legislator 
and a Human Rights lawyer 
but also a Firefighter hav-
ing appropriated a huge 
amount of budget for the 
modernization of the BFP 
when I was the Committee 
Chairman of the Committee 
on Appropriations,” Con-
gressman Lagman added.

The Ceremonial Cutting 
of Ribbon and Blessing of 
the structure highlighted 
the historic turnover of the 
modernized Tabaco City Fire 
Station.

SELF DEMOLITION 
OF BARANGAYS THAT

PARTICIPATED IN
“Linis Kalsada”

NEWS SECTION
Health is wealth. This 

was highlighted when 
the Friday Zumba was 
launched together with the 
Biggest Loser Competition. 

Some things in life are 
priceless and cannot be 
bought with money, health 
among them. It is some-
thing many take for grant-
ed and realize only the 
value when it is too late 
already. In the absence 
of health, one cannot en-
joy his wealth, therefore 
making the latter irrele-
vant. Zumba, a famous 
exercise that has caught 
the world, is a series of 
dance steps that effec-
tively uses muscle reflexes 
and burns calories. Zumba 
is an exercise fitness pro-
gram created by Colom-
bian dancer and chore-
ographer Alberto “Beto” 

Pérez during the 1990s. 
Pérez, an aerobics in-

structor, forgot to bring his 
regular music to his aero-
bics class. He happened to 
have cassette tapes of Lat-
in dance music—salsa and 
merengue—and danced to 
them instead, which Pérez 
later taught as “Rumba-
cize”. The word “Zumba” 
is a neologism that was 
expressly created as a 
brand name. The original 
name was “Rumbacize”, a 
combination of rumba (a 
Spanish word “party” and 
various dances) and Jazzer-
cize. (Source: Wikipedia)  

Promoting better 
health and finding an ef-
fective way to naturally 
lose weight for the Big-
gest Loser Competition, 
Friday Zumba gives the 
LGU employees an op-

LGU files an 
expropriation case 
for the second time

By: Atty. Jovits Coderis

On July 16, 1963, the 
then Municipality of 
Tabaco under the ad-
ministration of Mayor 
Antonio Berces,  by vir-
tue of Municipal Coun-
cil Resolution No.38 
and Provincial Board 
of Albay Resolution 
No.138, filed an expro-
priation case over Lot 
Nos.303,7327-B, 304, 
5756, 7256, 7378, 7379, 
5749-Part, and 5749-
Part. The case dragged 
on for more than fifty 
years until it was finally 
decided against the LGU 
by the Supreme Court 
on November 28, 2016.

On March 13, 2019, by 
virtue of City Ordinance 
No.002-2019, the City 
Government of Tabaco, 
headed by Mayor Krisel 
Luistro Lagman, again 
filed an expropriation 
case against Lot No.303 
with an area of 501.43 
sq.m. declared in the 
name of Bibiana Bron-
dial and Lot No.7327-B 

with an area of 615.10 
sq.m. declared in the 
name of Benita B. Bron-
dial. Both parcels of 
land adjoin Lot No.305, 
306 and 287 owned by 
the City Government of 
Tabaco where its pub-
lic market is situated. 
An expropriation is an 
inherent power of the 
government like the 
LGU to seize or take pri-
vate property for pub-
lic use and purpose. In 
short, the taking must 
be for the benefit of 
the general public.

On March 28, 2019, 
the Presiding Judge, 
Hon. Alben Casi-
miro Rabe, upon the 
LGU’s initial deposit 
of Php2,512,192.50, 
issued a Writ of Pos-
session in its favor. A 
writ of possession is 
an interlocutory order, 
which gives the LGU 
provisional authority 
to use and possess the 
subject property pend-

ing the final determina-
tion of the issue on public 
purpose and public ne-
cessity of the taking. The 
issuance of the writ of 
possession had effective-
ly stopped the issuance 
of the writ of demolition, 
of the affected portion 
of the public market.

 
The expropriation pro-

ceedings were filed by the 
City Government of Taba-
co for the use and enjoy-
ment of the market stall-
holders and the residents 
of Tabaco as a whole. It 
was argued that the LGU 
badly needed the subject 
properties because it has 
no more adequate and 
suitable land within the 
city proper to construct 
another public market. 

Right now, the City is 
still offering to negoti-
ate the sale of the re-
maining lots that are 
not involved in the sec-
ond expropriation case.

ANIMATED TABAK. That was how we bannered Tabak Festival 2019 which was our 17th celebration of this 
much-anticipated festival in these parts of Southern Luzon.

On hindsight, this year’s Tabak Festival came on as a marketing ploy to drumbeat Tabaco City as an emerging 
semi MICE (meetings, incentives, conventions & exhibits) tourism destination of Albay ONE (One North-
East). Mayor Cielo Krisel Lagman Luistro’s idea of re-inventing this seventeen-year old festival by infusing 

a pinch of foreign spices proved to be not only effective but truly unorthodox and appealed to local  “palate”. While 
other municipalities would stay glued to the safe and conventional exaltation of local culture, Tabak Festival braved 
the less travelled road and reached our planned destination with sweet loudness that left everyone in scandalous awe. 

Although heavily influenced by foreign details, Tabak Festival 2019 still managed to get into the core of our 
cultural identity. Tabak Street Watch 2019 which was made possible thru the able sponsorship of the De-
partment of Tourism Regional Office No. 5 under the tutelage of RD Benjamin F. Santiago generously award-
ed the contingents with the following recognition, namely, the 
Best in Moving Choreography, Best in Festival Costume and the 
Best in Festival Music complete with corresponding cash prizes.

Amazing Padyak Race, Sibidan & Palayag Race and Tabak-Making 
Competition were well-received by an adoring audience. Likewise, 
the festival staple events like Mutya Ng Tabak, Ginoong Tabak and 
Mutya Ng Tabakla were all successful and widely talked-about. 
Taking into account its critical and commercial achievements, Ta-
bak Festival has remained in tune with its reputation of being avant 
garde yet grounded, which not all festivals are able to achieve.

TABAK FESTIVAL 2019 
by: Erik Valeriano

| FEATURE ARTICLE
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Umarangkada Na..
Sinimulan na ng Tabaco 

CDRRMO ang pagbuo ng 
isang dokumento ng mga 
kabahayan sa bawat Ba-
rangay ng Tabaco City na 
nakatayo sa mga mapan-
ganib na lugar at mala-
ki ang tsansa ng peligro 
kung may tumama na mga 
sakuna. Ito ay tinawag na 
Project: O.R.A.G.O.N. (On-

site Risk Assessment and 
Geographical Oversight for 
Networking) na may lay-
on na magkaroon ng isang 
basehan na magpapakita 
kung sino at ilan ang mga 
taong posibleng maapek-
tuhan ng mga sakuna.

Ayon sa Head ng CDRR-
MO na si Mr. Hugo G. Buen, 
ang programang ito ay ba-

hagi ng kanilang man-
dato para magkaroon 
ng isang tinatawag 
na  “population at risk 
data” na siyang magig-
ing basehan ng kanil-
ang opisina para gu-
mawa ng mga plano at 
programa  na magpa-
patibay sa paghanda 
sa anumang sakuna. 

“Field work ang 
ginagawa ng ating 
opisina dito, gamit 
ang Hazard at Risk 
Map na ginawa ng 
aming opisina, pinu-
puntahan ng mga tao 

ng CDRRMO ang mga 
kabahayan at nilalag-
yan ng sticker ang mga 
ito kung sila ay nasa 
High, Moderate o Low 
Risks sa mga hazards. 
Sa pamamagitan ng 
CBMS data, nakukuha 
namin kung sino at il-
ang tao ang nakatira 
sa bawat bahay”,  dag-
dag pa ni Mr. Buen. 

Sa kasalukuyan, 
mayroon ng labing-
pitong (17) Barangay 
ang natapos ng Tabaco 
CDRRMO at kasama 
na dito ang mga Ba-

rangay na malapit sa 
dagat o Coastal Areas. 
Ang nasabi ng proyek-
to ay sinimulan noong 
July 2019 at inaasahan 
na matapos ang lahat 
ng Barangay sa Marso 
sa susunod na taon.

Napili ang salitang 
ORAGON sa proyek-
tong  ito dahil ayon sa 
Tabaco CDRRMO, ito 
ay hina-halintulad nila 
sa salitang Resilience.

-Gel M. Molato

 July’s Nutrition Month Celebration 
kicked off with the theme, “Kumain Ng 
Wasto At Maging Aktibo.. Push Natin ‘to!” 
To ensure that Nutrition Month concept is 
not just observed but sustained as well, the 
Honorable Mayor Cielo Krisel Lagman – Lu-
istro came up with the Biggest Loser Com-
petition.

               

Aside from the mandate to effectively monitor and manage overweight and obesity, 
the objective is for the contestants to safely and effectively lose unwanted unnecessary 
weight gain or gain weight (for those who are underweight) through natural means or 
proper diet and regular exercise. The contest is open to all LGU employees regardless 
of the nature of employment.
There are two categories for the contest, one is for individuals and the other is by 
team. The nutritionist will provide the ideal body weight and body weight range (Body 
Mass Index) of every participant to know how much they should lose.  The winners for 
the individual category will be determined using the formula:

Initial Weight (IW) – Final Weight (FW) – Weight Loss / Gain (WL/G)
WL/G        IW x 100 = Percentage of Body Weight Loss / Gain (PBWL/G)

In case of tie, Waist Line Measurement Percentage (WLMP) shall be used to break the 
tie using the formula:  Initial Waist Line Measurement ( IWLM) – Final Waist Line Mea-
surement (FWLM) = Healthy / Ideal Waist (H/IW). H/IW x 100 = WLMP. 

The winners in Team Category, composed of 20 members each, will be using the for-
mula:

Total Initial Weight – Total Final Weight = Team Weight Loss
Team Weight Loss / Initial Weight x 100 = Team Percentage Body Weight Loss.

Official weigh-in started August 20, 2019 and Final Weigh-in shall be held on December 
2-6, 9-10, 2019. Failure to weigh-in on the dates set will be grounds for disqualifica-
tion. 

There will be three winners for each category to be announce on December 16, 2019 
with the following prizes:

The Friday Zumba for all LGU employees has kick-started the event and is held every 
Friday after the Flag Retreat. Minor prizes are awarded for every session for the most 
participative employees.

~With inputs from Ms. Efleda Boboyo, Tabaco LGU Nutritionist / Nutrition Program Coordinator~

portunity to have a fun 
and active way of main-
taining a healthy lifestyle.

 
   

By: Jeth M. Molato

-Jeth M. Molato

before after before after

Brgy. Panal | Brgy. Bombon |Brgy. Tagas 
| Brgy. Pawa |Brgy. San Antonio |

Brgy. Cormidal Brgy. Bombon
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FIRST

100
DAYS

TOP 3 ACCOMPLISHMENTS PER OFFICE

• An increase of 60.20% in the issuance of Mayor’s Permit in com-
parison to last year’s issuance from period July to September.

• Sorting and filtering ledger cards to identify duplications, last 
payment/issuance of Mayor’s Permit and to identify establish-
ments that needed the issuance of demand letter if necessary.

• Increase of 65.25% in the collection derived from the issuance 
of Mayor’s Permit (P2,700,281.71 in 2018 vs P4,462,231.36 in 
2019)

BUSINESS PERMIT AND LICENSING

• Conducted Barangay Health Leadership and Management Plan 
(BHLMP)/ Barangay Health board Training (BHB)

• Handled 33 birth deliveries in Bacolod and Main Health Center 
Lying In during the 3rd quarter of the year

• Community Deworming Activity with 71% turn-out and HPV 
vaccination of 9 to 14 years old school children

CITY HEALTH UNIT

• Adoption of Local Tourism Development Plan
• Submission of Dap-ayan Project proposal to NCCA
• Creation of Tourism Council and Culture and the Arts Council

Tourism Office

• Completion of the 1st batch of trainees for Electronic Product 
Assembly Servicing NCII 

• 95% of the passers for Electronic Product Assembly Servicing 
NCII were deployed in Laguna

• Conduct training on Knives and Tabak Making in San Miguel 
Island last August

• MOA signing and launching of Climate-Smart Farmers’ Field 
School last July 29 at BU College of Agriculture and Forestry, 
Guinobatan

• Registration of San Miguel Island Camote Growers Associa-
tion (SMI CAGA) at Department of Labor & Employment

• Fisheries and livelihood Assistance from the Office of the 
Vice-president amounting to P3M including 2 units of mo-
torized fiberglass boat and for the repair of lambaklad

City Agriculture Office

• Construction and operation of Tabaco City Youth Home (Ba-
hay Pag-asa)

• After-care program for Persons Who Use Drugs (PWUDs)/
RDDs

• Inauguration and turn-over ceremony of National Child De-
velopment Center from ECCD Council

CSWD

• Barangay Drug Clearing Program
• Intervention/rehabilitation programs
• Continuous screening and assessment

• Completed the tagging of population at risk of 25 barangays 
representing 53.19% of all barangays in Tabaco

• Submitted the drafted EO for the reconstitution of CDRRMC 
in accordance with RA 10121

• Completed the Information Education Campaign flyers for 
different hazards duly reviewed by DOST-PAGASA, DOST-PHI-
VOLCS and DENR-MGB

CDRRMO
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• Prepared Supplemental Budget No. 2, s. 2019, endorsed to SP
• Reviewed and consolidated budget proposals for Budget Year 

2020
• Preparation of Executive Annual Budget for 2020

Budget Office

LSTC

CADAC

• Monitoring of pedicab/motorized tricycle plying the PPA Cormi-
dal area in view of reported over-charging of fares

• Establishment of informant network/conduct case build-up in 
different coastal barangays against violators of environmental/
forestry/fishery/ordinances

• Established the Public Assistance Counter to benefit seafarers 
and San Miguel island residents.

MARITIME ENFORCEMENT SECURITY GROUP (MESG)

• Upgrade of various facilities in the City Abattoir
• Collection from Jan to Aug amounting to P1,549,309
• Regular maintenance of waste water treatment facil-

ity

ABATTOIR

• Taxes and fees generated aggregating to P335,164.10
• Total Realizable Revenue from RPT amounting to 

P44,453,037.20
• Computerization of Real Property Assessment Records 

(ETRACS version 2.5)

Assessor’s Office
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• Implementation of Government Internship Pro-
gram

• Implementation of Work Immersion Program
• Employment facilitation to different recruitment 

agencies local and overseas

PESO
• Filing of collection cases amounting to 

P1,767,393.74 to identified delinquent mar-
ket stallholders

• Awarding/processing of various projects of 
the City Government

LEGAL OFFICE
• Closure and rehabilitation of old disposal facility 

at Brgy. San Antonio
• Preparation and information dissemination for 

Sewerage and septage management ordinance 
of Tabaco City

• On-going construction of Sanitary Landfill

CENRO

• On-going CBMS Household Identification System
• Completion of distribution of Libreng Gamit sa 

Eskwela
• Preparation of poverty maps

CBMS

• Initial report of the joint inspection team identifying 63.87% out of 346 businesses 
has no permit.

• Collected fees amounting to P12,398,988.03 under market division
• Prepared general notice of delinquency in the payment of RPTs to various baran-

gays of Tabaco

TREASURER’S OFFICE

• Conducted road clearing operations in cooperation with other offices 
for the operation Linis Kalsada of Tabaco

• Implementation of EO No 20 s. 2019, prohibiting the selling of fresh 
meat within 3km radius from the new City Public Market

• Adopting the Reso No. 01-2019 issuing City traffic Violators Receipt 
(CTVR) against traffic violators on the basis of CCTV camera footages.

PSO
• Publication/posting and filling of 10 vacancies 

including the CSWD Dept. Head and re-ap-
pointment of 3 coterminous employees

• Updating org. chart of the LGU
• Preparation of Notice of Step Increment 2019

HRMO
• On-going outreach civil registration program 

(31 barangays complete, 16 barangays w/ 
pending cases)

LCR
• Monitoring of City Terrace against unnecessary parking
• Additional personnel to be deployed to various satel-

lite offices
• Purchase of hand held radio for ease of communication

CSU
• Family planning and post-partum counselling
• Pre-natal, day care check-up and PWD consultation and cer-

tification
• Advocacy program for dengue awareness, HPV and de-

worming

Mother and Child K-linik

• Partial completion of checklist of documen-
tary requirements per transactions

ACCOUNTING

• Distribution of Longevity Cash Incentives
• Consolation with the business owners within 

the city for the 20% discount to Senior Cit-
izens

• Production of OSCA Primer (Bicol Edition)

OSCA

Comprehensive 
Development Plan/

Executive and 
Legislative Agenda

2019

-Jun M. Cargullo
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FIRST 100 DAYS
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

TABACO CITY PREPARES DEVELOPMENT PLANS FOR THE NEXT 6 YEARS

OKB Trade and Travel Fair 

SM Megamall, Megatrade Hall

Legazpi City - After a series of consultations and 
meetings, Tabaco City held a 2-day workshop on the 
preparation of the Comprehensive Development 
Plan/Executive and Legislative Agenda (CPD/ELA) 
on September 20-21 at the Oriental Hotel, this city.

 Presenting a video entitled Modern Day Hero, an 
entry to the Istorya ng Pag asa Film Festival 2019 
about a street boy turned model policeman, May-
or Cielo Krisel Lagman-Luistro set the mood of the 
workshop. 

“Despite difficult challenges in life, we should strive 
to work hard and do good and be an inspiration to 

all,” she said. 
Arnel Madrideo, Provincial Director of the De-
partment of Interior and Local Government (DILG) 
steered the 90 participants in finalizing the plans for 
implementation for the next 3 to 6 years. 

Reiterating that corruption can severely affect the 
delivery of services to the community, Madrideo 
said that good governance is the key to progress 
and development.

CPD/ELA address the needs of the community by 
identifying and prioritizing interventions for the 
overall development of the city by targeting the 

infrastructure, social, institutional, environmental 
and economic sectors.
Workshop participants were Mayor Lagman-Luist-
ro, Vice Mayor Nestor T. San Pablo, members of the 
Sanggunian Panlungsod, Department Heads and se-
lected staff of the City Government, as well as other 
participants from the Philippine National Police and 
the Department of Education, the DILG and select 
members of the civil society organization.

Mayor Krisel in her closing message, presented an-
other short film about a widow turned photogra-
pher who pursued to send her children to school 
single-handedly with her camera and “mass”.

All work and no play makes Juan a dull boy. 
A time off work after a very stressing series of 
meetings culminating in the finalization of the 
Comprehensive Development Plan / Executive 
Legislative Agenda (CDP / ELA) at The Oriental 
Hotel last September 20 – 21, 2019 is just what 
everyone needed.

To show how much their hard work is appre-
ciated, a special Rest & Recreation was done on 
the 2nd day of CDP / ELA. The best minds in the 
LGU has convened to formulate the compre-
hensive development plan for Tabaco City and 
such an exhausting task deserves a treat. Op-
erating like a family where everyone has their 
tasks to accomplish, a memorable bonding to 
further strengthen work relationship is a ne-
cessity. Besides, having your mind off-work to 
do something fun and exciting accelerates the 
ability of our brains to be more artistic and pro-
vides the opportunity for discovery, openness 
to change, flexibility, innovation and invention.

CDP / ELA Goes R & R
By: Jeth M. Molato

• Conducted inventory of existing Civil 
Society Organizations (CSO) accred-
ited by the Sangguniang Panlungsod 
in preparation fo the accreditation/
re-accreditation of new and existing 
CSO’s, and selection of representa-
tive to the Local Special Bodies (LSB).

• Conducted traffic volume count sur-
vey for at least three (3) days per 
station

• Formulation of the Forest Land Use 
Plan (FLUP).

cpdo

LIBRENG GAMIT

sa
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OPLAN

KALSADA

LINIS

Hacienda to Rawis 

Farm to market Road
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ANTI-SQUATTING
Reloaded

One of the remarkable 
adjustments made at the 
commencement of the fresh 
terms of the 2019 – 2022 
City Officials, is the transfer 
of the City’s anti-squatting 
team from the Economic 
Enterprise Management 
Unit (EEMU) to the Public 
Safety Office (PSO) now un-
der former City Councilor 
Luis Renir Burce.  The trans-
fer unburdened the EEMU 
of the function that nur-
tured “unhealthy familiari-
ty” between illegal vendors 
and the personnel who are 
tasked to regulate their ac-
tivities.  Under the PSO, 
which also handles the City 
Traffic Enforcers and the 
Maritime Safety Enforce-
ment Group (MSEG), the 
enforcement of the policies 
on vending inside and out-
side the public market and 
conduct of the night mar-
ket, which have consider-
able impacts in traffic man-
agement, is synchronized 
and rejuvenated resulting 
to vendor-free thorough-
fares and non-encroaching 

stalls.  The renewed “infa-
my” of the anti-squatting 
team’s action against illegal 
vendors was not without 
resistance from the affect-
ed sector. But the City Gov-
ernment, through the PSO, 
stood its ground.  “We are 
under obligation to return 
the road and sidewalks to 
motorists and pedestri-
ans and relocate vending 
to its appropriate places”, 
said PSO Head Renir Burce. 

      Illegal vending is not 
only confined in the periph-
ery of the public market.  Of 
late, cases of illegal vending 
have been observed in the 
Barangays of Bacolod, Tayhi, 
Bangkilingan and Matagbac 
where illegitimate ‘talipa-
pas” were flourishing.  The 
City Anti-Squatting Team 
now reinforced by the Traf-
fic Management Unit and 
MSEG and in coordina-
tion with Tabaco PNP, un-
der the leadership of OIC-
Chief P/Lt. Col. Benjamin 
Ocomen, was able to curb 
these illegitimate activities.

By: Yad Colarina

August 10, 2019 around 8:30 am the Chief Supervisor of the Anti-Squatting Team head by Mr. 
Reyes, Mr. Bombita and Mr Canaria and Roving 1 team conducted a roving inspection and in-
structed vendors to remove their products along the walkways at the 3rd Floor Vegetable Mar-
ket. Photos during inspection(left) and after removal of products along the walkway area (right).

LSTC meets the target
The Livelihood and Skills 

Training Center (LSTC) of Ta-
baco City accomplished its 
target after 136 of their grad-
uates from different techni-
cal courses were employed. 
From July to September of 
this year alone, LSTC pro-
duced 210 skilled persons 
from the 6 technical cours-
es offered by the center.

LSTC is an accredited institu-
tion of the Technical Skills De-
velopment Authority (TESDA) 
with the objectives of generat-
ing employment through skills 
training enhancement and en-
tering into Entrepreneurships. 
Each course design has its 
own peculiarity based on the 
training regulations set forth 
by TESDA which are anchored 
on Industry Driven Programs.

LSTC Tabaco offers the 
courses on Electronic Products 
Assembly and Servicing NC-II, 
Computer System Servicing 
NC-II, Driving NC-II, Bread and 

Pastry Produc-
tion NC-II, HI-
LOT Wellness 
Massage NC-II 
and Dress-
making NC-II. 

Mr. Zosimo 
B. Buenconse-
jo, LSTC Head 
said that of the 
136 graduates, 
19 were employed by Hitachi 
Global Storage Technologies 
(HGST), 92 by Mitsuba Phil-
ippines Corporation; both at 
Sta. Rosa Laguna and 25 of 
them enjoy self-employment 
using their skills. Since 1994, 
our office serves as the gate-
way of our constituents in ac-
quiring technical skills and the 
vehicle of opportunity to be 
employed in the multinational 
industries, Buenconsejo said. 

Meanwhile, the Bread and 
Pastry course of LSTC is not 
only producing entrepreneurs 

but serving as well several 
Day Care Centers in Tabaco 
City as recipients of the sliced 
cakes and breads being pro-
duced. For the period of July 
to September this year, 426 
children has been served and 
benefited from this program 
out of the 8 Day Care Cen-
ters selected, Buenconsejo 
added. Recently, a Cutlery 
(Tabak and Kutsilyo) Making 
Program at Livelihood Exten-
sion Office, Visita San Miguel 
Island was conducted – with 
reports from LSTC Tabaco.

By: Gel M. Molato

MOA signing by and be-
tween the Department of 
Education through OIC SDS 
Dr. Mariano De Guzman 
and Barangay Bankilingan 
headed by Hon. Efren Du-
roy for the temporary use 
of 60 square meters vacant 
portion of Tabaco Nation-
al High School for the pro-
posed establishment and 
construction of Barangay 
Outpost. Barangay Bankil-
ingan shall be assigning ba-
rangay peace keepers to the 
outpost to manage the flow 
of traffic, provide security to 
the community and ensure 
the safety of the students 

of TNHS and Tabaco North-
west ES and to quickly re-
spond to any emergencies 
and public disturbances. 
Also present was Ms. Ele-
na Tasic, Principal of TNHS, 
Engr. Roland Garcia of CGSO 
Tabaco and the Barangay 
Council of Bankilingan.

MOA signing for establishment and con-
struction of Brgy. Bankilingan Outpost

Towards a more equitable Tabaco City
GAD Personnel Attend Database Training

By: Kim Ante

Last 10-13 September 
2019, five (5) personnel 
from the City Government 
of Tabaco participated in 
the Gender and Develop-
ment (GAD) Da-
tabase Creation 
and Gender Plan-
ning and Budget-
ing Training orga-
nized by Baguio 
City-based train-
ing provider PRN 
Quality Training 
and Seminar Links, 
Inc. GAD Focal 
Person Ms. Rose-
lyn R. Chia, Budget 
Officer Ms. Sher-
ry A. Trilles, Eco-
nomic Research-
er I Ms. Maria Rossana R. 
Gaytano, and GAD Consul-
tants Ms. Kimberly B. Ante 
and Ms. Kristine B. Dela 
Cruz attended the train-
ing, which was held at the 
City Garden Suites Hotel 
in Malate, Manila. Along 
with the Tabaco City dele-
gates were representatives 
from cities and municipal-
ities of Iloilo, Negros, Bo-
hol, and Quezon Province.

Using Microsoft Access, 
Assistant Sanggunian Sec-
retary Mr. Dan Ricky Ong 
of Baguio City provided a 
walkthrough of developing 
a GAD Database particularly 

for use within local govern-
ment units. Mr. Ong, who 
is also a Computer Science 
major, emphasized the ad-
vantage of an institution-
alized Community-Based 
Monitoring System (CBMS) 

in the development of the 
GAD database. Among the 
LGUs present in the training, 
only Tabaco City has a fully 
functional CBMS Office.

In addition to being an 
essential component of the 
Seal of Good Local Gov-
ernance, the creation of 
a GAD Database complies 
with the requirements of 
RA 9710 Section 36. The 
said database may contain 
information such as LGU 
Personnel Data, GAD-re-
lated legislations/policies, 
representation of women 
in decision-making bod-
ies, population, work and 

the economy, health and 
mortality/morbidity, crime 
and violence, and science 
and information commu-
nication technology (ICT), 
among others. These data 
are essential in ensuring 

that developed 
projects are truly 
relevant, sustain-
able, and impact-
ful and address-
es real problems 
faced by women 
in the locality.

The training also 
covered gender 
investment and 
planning, where-
in Baguio City 
Technical Head 
Mr. Leo Oviedo 

shared about gender 
mainstreaming, the GAD 
Focal Point System, gen-
der issues, and preparing 
the GAD plan and budget. 

For the remaining quar-
ter of 2019, the Tabaco 
City GAD Office shall con-
vene with the Focal Point 
System and partner with 
the CBMS and barangays 
to develop a GAD-related 
census. In preparation for 
data gathering, the imple-
menters and data collectors 
shall undergo orientation 
and training to ensure ef-
ficient data collection and 
interpretation by 2020.

TABACO CITY’S 7th SANGGUNIANG PANLUNGSOD INAUGURATES FIRST SESSION
Tabaco City - Winning 

the recent national and 
local election last May 13 
ensured the top 8 can-
didates a seat to the Ta-
baco City’s 7th Sanggu-
niang Panglunsod (SP). 

A mixture of new, re-
turnees and old mem-
bers included Honorables 
John Gio Ong-Bongao, 
Arnaldo B. Bragais, Hec-
tor D. Rodriguez, Roder-
ick P. Martirez, Salvacion 
E. Balingbing, Raul Roi B. 
Borejon, Lourdes B. Berc-
es, Alfredo C. Adalla Jr., 
Danilo C. Buenconsejo, 
and Julio C. Azada-Chua Jr. 

Vice Mayor Nestor T. 
San Pablo is the Presiding 
Officer of this local leg-
islators’ chamber which 
will serve Tabaco City 
from 2019 until 2022.

Liga ng mga Barangay 
President Eddie S. Per-
ol and Sangguniang Ka-
bataan Federation Presi-
dent Alan Earvin S. Burce, 
as ex officio members, 
complete the lineup.

Vice Mayor San Pablo, 
in his welcome message 
requested each member’s 
full support to ensure that 
“the consultative and col-
laborative link between 
the executive and legisla-
tive paves the way for bet-
ter program and projects 
for the good of the people.” 

Tabaco City Mayor Cie-
lo Krisel Lagman-Luistro 
challenged the cham-
ber to surpass the 829 
resolutions and 79 or-
dinances passed by the 
previous Sanggunian.

“As we work together we 
can achieve more if we real-
ly have good relationships 
with one another,” May-
or Lagman-Luistro said.

“Achieving the Seal 
of Good Local Gover-
nance would be easy 
with your assistance and 
support,” she continued.

Vice Mayor San Pab-
lo heads the Com-
mittees on Sustain-
able and Development 

Goals; and Codification.
Bongao heads the Com-

mittees on Rules and 
Privileges; Tourism, Cul-
ture and Arts; Education; 
Science and Technology; 
Public Information; and 
voted as the representa-
tive to the Personnel Se-
lection Board (Majority) 
and as the Floor Leader.

Bragais was elected to 
head the Committees on 
Economic Enterprises; 
Public Market; Livelihood 
and Skills Training and was 
voted as the representa-
tive to the People’s Law 
Enforcement Board (PLEB).

Rodriguez leads the 
Committees on Agriculture 
and Fisheries; Cooperative 
and Development and Ac-
creditation; Good Gover-
nance and Ethics; Energy 
and Water; Senior Citizens 
and PWDs and elected as 
the representative to the 

Office of the Senior Cit-
izens Affairs (OSCA) and 
as Assistant Floor Leader.

Martirez heads the 
Committees on Human 
Rights; Environment 
and Natural Resources; 
Games and Amusement; 
and Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion and Management.

Balingbing chairs the 
Committees on Health, San-
itation and Social Services; 
Children and Family; and 
Gender and Development.

Borejon heads the 
Committees on Laws, Or-
dinances and Oversight; 
Appropriations; Ways and 
Means; Migration and De-
velopment and elected as 
the President Pro Tempore.

Berces heads 
the Committee on 
Trade and Industry.

Adalla heads the Com-
mittees on Peace and 
Order, Public Safety 
and Security, and Pub-
lic Utilities, Transporta-
tion and Communication.

Buenconsejo heads 
the Committees on Pub-
lic Works and Infrastruc-
ture; and Housing, Rural 
and Urban Development. 

Azada chairs the Commit-
tee on Labor and Employ-
ment as well as the repre-
sentative to the Personnel 
Selection Board (Minority).

Ex officio member Per-
ol chairs the Committee 
on Barangay Affairs and 
Community Develop-
ment while Burce heads 
the Committee on Youth 
and Sports Development.

 By: Jun M. Cargullo

Quililan also added that Taba-
co City Mayor Cielo Krisel Lag-
man-Luistro donated an oven 
to be used by the PDLs to oper-
ate their Bread of love Bakery 
and facilitated the endorse-
ment of the project propos-
al to Ms. Imelda Romanillos, 
DOLE Albay Provincial Head.

The PDLs of BJMP Taba-
co have been using most of 
their time producing vegeta-
bles from their garden, arts 
and crafts made of recyclable 
materials, Bread and Pastries 
through their Bread of Love 
Bakery, metal works and oth-
ers. “The amount granted 
by the DOLE will definitely 
improve the products pro-
duced by our PDLs since it 
will be used to purchase the 
needed tools, equipment, 
raw/starting materials and 
others”, JO1 Quililan said.

On September 03, 2019, 
J/SINSP TEDLER K SAMON-
TE assumed post as the new 
Jail Warden of Tabaco City 
District Jail after J/SINSP CA-
BALLERO was given an ad-
ministrative post at the BJMP 
Regional Office 5. – with re-
ports from BJMP Tabaco.

 BMJP Tabaco
receives...from p1

WE DID IT!

SANITARY LANDFILL
Tabaco City

The City Govern-
ment of Tabaco pur-
chased a 5-hectare lot 
in Sitio Nagsipit, Ba-
rangay Mariroc in 2009 
solely for the purpose 
of setting-up a sanitary 
landfill, in compliance 
with the mandate of 
RA 9003 otherwise 
known as the Ecolog-
ical Solid Waste Man-
agement Act of 2003. 
A series of public hear-
ings were conducted 
which emphasized the 
importance of RA 9003.

LGU Tabaco City 
established the Solid 
Waste Management 
Board (SWMB) as man-
dated by RA 9003 and 
is directed to formu-
late a 10-year local 
Ecological Solid Waste 
Management Plan in-
stituting an effective 
and sustainable solid 
waste management 
plan with emphasis on 
implementation of all 

feasible re-use, recy-
cling and composting 
programs. The 47 ba-
rangays were also made 
to establish Baran-
gay Solid Waste Man-
agement Committee.
A comprehensive Sol-
id Waste Management 
is composed of Waste 
Characterization and 
Segregation, Source 
Reduction, Collection 
and Transport of Solid 
Waste, Recycling Pro-
gram and Composting.

Prior to the official op-
eration of the Landfill, 
the City has been im-
plementing the “No 
Segregation, No Collec-
tion” Policy. Through 
this, Tabaqueños will 
learn and practice the 
differentiation and 
segregation of “Nab-
ubulok” from “Hindi 
Nabubulok” wastes.

“Tabaco City Sanitary Landfill is gearing up to operate not later than November this 2019,” said CENRO Chair Reynold Martirez on an inter-
view last September 16, 2019 at CENRO Tabaco. This statement was previously announced by HON. CIELO KRISEL LAGMAN LUISTRO, City 
Mayor during the National-Local Election campaign period early this year.  

 by: Prexy Aja Chankrisna
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What’s Healthy?

CHO HEIGHTENED   DENGUE AWARENESS 
CAMPAIGN
By: Prexy Aja Chankrisna

The City Health Office (CHO) Tab-
aco City led by Dr. Audwin C. Azada, 
City Health Officer and Ms. Babette 
Frumence C. Burce, Nurse-Coordinator 
of Anti-Dengue Awareness Program to-
gether with the Sanitation Office person-
nel, intensified campaign on dengue pre-
vention and control among 47 barangays 
of Tabaco City.

 
Two Barangays of Tabaco City had 

been noted to have the most number of 
cases, Matagbac-38 and San Antonio-15 
from January to September 9, 2019. There 
were also 6 cases in Sagurong, one of the 
island Barangays. Nine (9) barangays 
have zero cases namely Visita, Hacienda, 
Malictay, Rawis, Bonot, Oras, Bantayan, 
Magapo, Oson and Basagan. The rest of 
the barangays have few cases.

Dengue prevention and control con-
ducted by CHU personnel include ad-
vocacy campaign on aedes-borne viral 
diseases and environmental sanitation 
by intensifying 4S campaign (1. Search 
and destroy of breeding places of mos-
quitoes, 2. Self-protection, 3. Seek early 
consultation and 4. Support to fogging 
only during outbreaks) and distribution 
of IEC materials during Barangay as-
semblies, school events and programs. 
Surveillance and monitoring of cases are 
also being done. Barangays were made to 
submit their action plan and monitored 
its implementation with emphasis on 
conducting clean-up drives on a weekly 
basis.

 Along with the declaration of the 
national state of epidemic calamity, there 

was no reported case of mortality in Tabaco 
City. In fact, the dengue cases have decreased, 
but still the CHO and LGU continuously mon-
itor and implement the fight against this fatal 
yet preventable disease.

Literary

The Tabaqueño Sword

From the oral histo-
ry transferred from 
generation to gener-

ation, there is one partic-
ular bladed weapon that 
has been significantly 
identified to have origi-
nated from Tabaco City. 
Known as Minasbad, it is 
one among the rare Filipi-
no blades that dates back 
even before the Philip-
pine pre-history, that is 
before the arrival of the 
Spanish colonizers. 

Popularly known as the 
weapon of choice during 
the Bicol Revolution from 
year 1896 – 1898, it was 

produced en masse in 
Tabaco during that pe-
riod. Its superiority was 
evident in the long his-
tory of Bicolano war-
riors winning numerous 
battles. The sword’s 
overall length is an av-
erage of 27.75 inches, 
the blade is 20.75 inch-
es, the handle is made 
of Kamagong, that is 
classified as an iron 
wood unique from our 
country, or made out 
from a Carabao horn. 
During the Spanish oc-
cupation of the Philip-
pines, the Spanish not-
ed the Bicolanos tribes 
possessed not only the 
best, but the most com-
plete armor and weap-
ons within the Philip-
pines.

The Bicolanos’ goal 
was to manufacture a 
bladed weapon with 
a slight technologi-
cal advantage against 
the Moro Swords. The 
Minasbad was manufac-
tured in large numbers 
and was looked up to as 
a good match against 

the Moro Kris. It ac-
quired a reputation as 
“one bad-ass-sword!”. 
It is thought by histo-
rians that centuries of 
Moro threat could have 
had a hand in the pro-
gression of the Bicol-
ano martial spirit and 
weapons technology. 
A graceful curve and 
a flat to rounded tip 
characterize the minas-
bad blade. The latter is 
an indication that the 
blade was also used 
for agricultural chores. 
Other minute attributes 
of the minasbad are 
the serrations near the 
base of its blade and 
an attachment of a tas-
sel of hair on its sheath 
(presumably meant to 
wipe off the blood from 
the blade). As of to-
day, it is still being sold 
and auctioned online 
internationally with a 
whooping price reach-
ing USD 320.00 or Php 
16,320.00(current ex-
change rate).

By: Jeth M. Molato

What’s Next?

ALTERNATE ROAD BENEFITS
EVEN RELOCATED RESIDENTS

By: Jun M. Cargullo

Tabaco City - Financed 
partly under a grant from 
the Local Government 
Support Fund (LGSF), the 
371-meter Concreting and 
Widening of Tramo Road tra-
versing Barangays Sto Cristo 
and Divino Rostro, this city, 
commenced last Novem-
ber 2018 costing P25.4M.

Implemented by the De-
partment of Public Works 
and Highways, the in-
frastructure project will 
serve as an alternate road 
to decongest the heavy 
traffic along Ziga Avenue. 

Opening the alternate 
road means a smooth trav-
el from the City’s central 
district to Barangay San 
Lorenzo at a distance of ap-
proximately 3 kilometers.

In the works, the present 
iron bridge will be replaced 
by a permanent 30-me-
ter concrete bridge from 
the funding allocation as 
committed by 1st District 
Congressman Edcel C. Lag-
man crossing Tagas River 
to facilitate access for mo-
torists, commuters and pe-
destrians and to accommo-
date even heavy vehicles.

Aside from the com-

muters who will soon use 
the road, residents of the 
(two) affected barangays 
also welcomed the project.

“Although my fami-
ly was relocated due to 
this widening project, we 
are nevertheless thankful 
that those remaining fam-
ily members can enjoy the 
benefits brought about 
by this infrastructure,” 
Cristina Bongais, 64, said. 

The 65 square meter 
home lot was more than 
enough to build their 
small house. With the 
P5,000 cash and another 
P10,000 building materi-
als assistance, she feels 
at home now as she can 
plant vegetables around 
the house in the secured 
and safe surroundings.

For now, the memory of 
passing the dirty, long and 
narrow alleyway have long 
gone, replaced by the real-
ization that the wide, safe 
and well maintained road is 
a well-appreciated passage-
way to the City’s progress.

SAN MIGUEL ISLAND RECEIVES P192.7M WORLD 
BANK- FUNDED ROAD PROJECT

By: Jun M. Cargullo

Tabaco City - Residents 
of San Miguel, a 5-barangay 
island located in the eastern 
coast of this booming city, 
welcomed the commence-
ment of the P192.7M Reha-
bilitation and Improvement 
of Hacienda to Rawis Farm-
to-Market Road (FMR) un-
der the Philippine Road De-
velopment Project (PRDP).

The FMR has the length 
of 8.3 km with a width of 
5 meters, from the origi-
nal 2 meters, plus 1.5 me-
ters on both shoulders. 
Basically, the project is a 
two-lane road to accommo-
date regular land vehicles.

The FMR project is fi-
nanced by the World Bank 
(80%), the City Government 
of Tabaco (10%) and the 
Government of the Philip-
pines, though the Depart-
ment of Agriculture (10%). 

The ground breaking was 
held last July 9, 2019 while 
the Notice to Proceed was 
handed out on September 
10, 2019 to Legazpi Pre-
mium Development Cor-
poration (LPDC) and 3RB 
Construction and Supply, a 
joint venture agreement. 

The project is expected to 
be completed in 444 days 
or on November 30, 2020.

Serving the entire 
2,064-hectare island, with 
its 13,116 residents or 
2,623 households of Ba-
rangays Hacienda, Agnas, 
Visita, Sagurong and Raw-
is, it is a welcome develop-
ment for the community. 

Presently only “habal-ha-
bal” or motorbikes ply 
the entire island. During 
the construction period, 
this FMR project will defi-
nitely spur economic ac-
tivity for the islanders. 

Aside from this infra-
structure project, a facility 
for farmers has been es-
tablished in Barangay Ha-
cienda to process the raw 
materials, especially sweet 
potato, into processed 
products as add-on income.

“The project will spur 
progress for the entire is-
land,” City Mayor Cielo Kri-
sel Lagman-Lusitro said. 
“With this road, there is 
a bigger possibility that a 
bridge will connect San Mi-
guel Island to the road net-
works of Cagraray island.”

Congressman Edcel C. 
Lagman of the First District 
of Albay has caused the 
construction of two wharfs 
in San Miguel Island, one in 
Rawis and another in Ha-
cienda, to support the Ha-
cienda – Rawis FMR. The 
two wharfs or ports are 
funded by the Department 
of Transportation (DOTr).

In this section, we  
will cover the Letters 
to the Editor on our 
next issue. To better 
promote participa-
tive governance, we 
encourage you to 
send your carefully 
thought of written 
opinions, sugges-
tions and expression 
of views.  All sectors 
of society are stake-
holders and have 
the freedom to ex-
press themselves 
and contribute to 
the governance of 
our beloved City.

We’d love to hear 
from you. Send 
yours now at tab-
aquenongbareta@
gmail.com.

LCRO Accomplishment Report
By: Myra Joy Bandola

The local civil registry office 
conducted an outreach civ-
il registration services to the 
47 barangay’s of Tabaco City. 
Out of the 47 barangays, 31 
barangays were actually vis-
ited through the conduct of 
outreach civil registration ser-
vice and 11 barangays were 
requested to have their unreg-
istered residents report to the 
LCRO to settle their respective 
concerns. 

The number and kind of 
documents filed by the clients 
are:

•   154 delayed birth reg 
istrations
•   19 legitimations
•   47 petitions (r.a. 10172 & 
r.a. 9048)
•   289 all inquiries

The outreach program 
made a positive effect not 
only with ensuring on-time 
registration and addressing 
of inquiries, the data showed 
that registration increased by 
as much as 21.7% from 710 
the same quarter last year to 
864 same quarter this year.

The covered Barangays are as 
follows:

- Bangkilingan  
- Matagbac   
- Bogñabong
- Basud    
- Basagan   
- Cormidal
- Buang   
- San Antonio  
- Guinobat
- Fatima   
- Pawa   
- Quinale
-  Mariroc   
- San Carlos   
- San Lorenzo
- Bacolod   
- Cabagñan   
- San Roque
- Baranghawon  
- Cobo   
- Tagas
- Pinagbobong  
- Comon

8 barangays have not yet 
undergone outreach civil reg-
istration services and they are 
scheduled on October 5, 12, 
19 and 26, 2019 respectively.

Satellite Office of the City Government 
for the upland barangays of 

Tabaco City established in Barangay San Antonio

By: Yad Colarina

At the onset of the 2016 
-2019 term of Mayor Krisel, 
the good mayor established 
the San Miguel Island Sat-
ellite Offices.  Since then, 
the people of the island 
enjoyed the benefits of 
availing the services of the 
City Government right at 
their doorsteps.  Inspired 
by the success story of the 
island satellite office, the 
Sangguniang Panlungsod 
acting on the proposal of 
Mayor Krisel and via the 
passage of Sannguniang 
Panlungsod Resolution No. 
237-2019 authorized the 
establishment of a satellite 
office for the upland baran-
gays in Barangay San Anto-
nio.  The establishment of 
the San Antonio Satellite 
Office was one of the tar-
geted accomplishments for 
the first 100 days of Mayor 
Krisel and it looks like that 

things have fallen right on-
track.  The satellite office 
will be run by LGU em-
ployees who are residents 
of the upland barangays 
headed by former Barangay 
Buang Punong Barangay Is-
abel Buban, who has been 
designated San Antonio 
Satellite Office Coordinator.  

    
The San Antonio Satellite 

Office came into form when 
San Antonio Punong Baran-
gay Imelda Bonga sought 
the assistance of the City 
Government in the acqui-
sition of a property where 
the Barangay Hall will be 
constructed.  It then oc-
curred to Mayor Krisel that 
the existing structure in 
the property sought to be 
acquired can still be put to 
good use thus she proposed 
to Punong Barangay Bonga 
to utilize the structure as 

satellite office in exchange 
of the funding assistance 
from the City Government.  
Punong Barangay Bonga 
agreed and now we have 
the San Antonio Satellite Of-
fice which finally complet-
ed the bringing of frontline 
services right at the door-
steps of the residents of 
the upland barangays.  The 
constituency of the upland 
barangays had been enjoy-
ing the benefits of having 
the City Agriculture Exten-
sion Office and Lying Clinic 
with ambulance service in 
the periphery and now they 
will be serviced by the City 
Treasurer’s Office, City En-
gineering, Local Civil Regis-
trar City Social Welfare and 
Development Office and of 
course the City Mayor’s Of-
fice right at their doorsteps.
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- Despite its name, a heartburn has 
nothing whatsoever to do with the heart. 
This burning acid sensation beneath the 
breastbone is believed caused by difficul-
ties in the stomach or esophagus

- The term “Laguna Lake” is consid-
ered a redundancy as Laguna is Spanish 
for “Lake”. More appropriately is Laguna 
De Bay, Bay being the Province’s first cap-
ital

- There’s no specific living fish that 
is called a sardine. A sardine is simply 
anything you get out of a sardine can, the 
term applying to any of several small fish 
suitable for preserving.

- It is not true that coffee aids in so-
bering up a drunken person. Time is the 
only remedy for too much alcohol in the 
bloodstream. The human body burns al-
cohol at the rate of about one-half ounce 
an hour; there is no way to speed up this 
rate.

- There’s not much tin in a tin can, 
it’s mostly steel

- There’s no lead in a pencil. The 
soft, black form of carbon you see is called 
graphite.

- Not a few are still under the no-
tion that Frankenstein was the name of 
the fictional monster created by a mad 
doctor. Frankenstein was the name of 
person who created the monster in Mary 
Shelley’s novel published in 1818. And 
he wasn’t even a doctor or even a med-
ical student. The novel tells us he was a 
17-year-old student obsessed with natu-
ral history and mathematics. The monster 
had no name.

- Mount Everest is no longer the 
world’s highest mountain (measured 
from sea level), according to U.S. moun-
taineering expedition. They point to K2 
(formerly Godwin-Austen), in Kash-
mir India, as the real top peak with sat-
ellite measurements of between 29,064 
and 29,228 feet. Everest’s latest recorded 
height was 29,029 feet.

- The London landmark called Big 
Ben is neither the clock nor the tower. 
It’s the bell that strikes the hour. It was 
named after public works Commissioner 
Benjamin Hall, and weighs 13 tons. The 
tower is simply named Clock Tower and 
the clock, the Great Westminster Clock.

The Proud and Gallant Heritage of Tabaco
(An Excerpt from the Article of Hon. Edcel C. Lagman, Congressman – 1st District of Albay)

 Strategically nestled between the foot of Bolcan Mayon and Causwagan Bay was Ba-
rangay Pagkamoot, a thriving community of sturdy, dauntless, peaceful and proud pre-Spanish 
people of Malay Stock.
 Centuries before the advent of the Spanish colonization, the people of Pagcamoot lived 
in enviable harmony with nature. The Pagkamootans were principally farmers, weavers, fisher-
folks and seafarers. Their farm were fertilized by the regular convulsions of the Bolcan which 
dominated the landscape. The bordering ocean was a pristine hunting ground for aquatic catch. 
The majestic Bolcan was held sacred by the Pagcamootans who believed that their ancestors 
were born out of the volcano in one of its eruptions. They held annual festivals in reverence to 
Bolcan Magayon which they considered as their patron, the veritable source of life and fertility.
 Circa 1587, Pagcamoot was evenly ruled by a middle-aged Baragay Chieftain, Datu 
Maisog. The seat of local governance was in the vicinity of what is known today as Natunawan, 
which was devastated by Typhoon Trix four centuries later in 1951 resulting to the death of 
hundreds of inhabitants, some of whom most probably descended from Datu Maisog. 
 Magayon, a namesake of the volcano and the only daughter of Datu Maisog, was be-
trothed to a distant cousin, Makusog. Their nuptial was set in an evening ceremony on a full 
moon. In the early morning of the day Magayon and Makusog were to be married, fully armed 
warriors of a strange race, accompanied by a couple of men garbed in priestly robes carrying 
large crosses, landed at Causwagan Bay to the surprise and dismay of the inhabitants.  
As the invaders approached the house of Datu Maisog and the other houses bordering the 
seashore, the menfolk shouted to their wives: “Itaomo sacoya an tabac co!” (“Give my my bob 
or bolo!”). The Spanish invaders thought that the people were shouting the name of the locality, 
which they understood as “Tabaco”.
The Pagcamootans were peace-loving people but they defended their freedom with courageous 
intensity. They had successfully repelled other invasions before from neighboring tribes and 
pirates. But the new invaders were vastly different: they were tall, white-skinned and equipped 
with superior arnaments.
Datu Maisog, himself is a descendant of great warriors, was reaqdy to defend his land and 
people. He had another equally overriding reason: he had to save his only daughter from the 
clutches of strangers on the very day of her wedding.
Datu Maisog, together with Makusog, led his men in confronting the invaders in a bloody en-
counter. After a fierce battle, Datu Maisog lay mortally wounded on the sand and at his side was 
a lifeless body of the lead conquistador. Scores of Datu Maisog’s men were killed and the rest 
held captive.
The wounded Makusog sought his beloved Magayon. Together they ran to the volcano and 
returned to its leaping into the crater in an eternal embrace.
On the night of the envasion, Bolcan Magayon erupted with fury never experienced before. 
Even Mother Nature is offended by oppression.
After centuries of freedom, the Pagcamootans were subjugated even as their ancestral domain 
was renamed “TABACO” by the Spanish colonizers.

This is the proud and gallant heritage of the City of Tabaco, which every Tabaquenos must 
cherish and uphold.

The Learning Corner
Compiled by Jeth M. Molato

BEFiRsT to lead the
arangay Response Team

In the event of any emergency, there is a BE-
FiRsT to serve as emergency first responders. 

This is after the Tabaco CDRRMO con-
ceptualized the creation of Barangay 
Emergency First Responders’ Team or BE-
FiRsT in every Barangay in Tabaco City.

  
The creation of BEFiRsT is one of the pri-
ority programs of Tabaco CDRRMO and 
the City Government of Tabaco to intensi-
fy its campaign on disaster preparedness 
and response aligned with the roadmap to 
make Tabaco City a Resilient Community.

By law, Barangay Officials are deemed per-
sons in authority in their respective juris-
diction, hence they are mandated to main-
tain public order and ensure the protection 
of life and property. ”Due to the increasing 
magnitude of man-made and natural di-
sasters, there is a need to capacitate the 
Barangay Officials as emergency first re-
sponders in their areas of jurisdiction”. 
Hugo G. Buen, Head of the CDRRMO said.

As of this writing, six (6) Barangays in Tab-

aco City are already with established and 
trained BEFiRsT; Tagas, Magapo, Quinas-
tillojan, San Carlos, Mariroc and Sua-Igot. 

The trained BEFiRsT of these Barangays can 
now effectively respond to any emergency in 
their respective jurisdiction after completing 
the mandatory three (3) day training focused 
on bandaging, splinting, spine board man-
agement and basic rope rescue techniques 
imparted by Tabaco CDRRMO personnel.

Tabaco CDRRMO is committed to orga-
nize and train the BEFiRsT to the remain-
ing 41 Barangays until May next year. 

By: Gel M. Molato
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